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Lambert when Monk was passing throt1gb Yorkshire on his road to London, for which 
service be was create1l a Baronet by Charles II. 

Sir Thomas Norcliffe, Kt., of Langton, an officer in the army of Fairfax; who assisted 
in the storming of Lce,Js an<l the si<>go of Bradford, and was placed in command of the 
Yorkshire forces when Fairfax took the command of the new-modelled army. 

In the Record Office, London, there is an immense collection of Royalist Composition 
Papers, consisting of Petitions to compound; Schedules of estates; Reports of the Centre.I 
and local Commissioners, and of various other officials; with orders for confiscations, finea, 
&c., relating to the estates of the Royalists, there termed "Delinquents." They are 
bound up in some 200 or 300 thick folio volumes, and are exceedingly valuable to the 
Topographer and Genealogist from the incidental notices of persons and places in the 
various counties of England. From these volumes are gathered the names and other 
particulars of the Royalist com pounders of Driffield and the Wolds. 

Allan Apsley, of London, in 1646, prayed to be allowed t,0 compound for lands in Devon, 
Essex, and Oxon, and the Manor of W etwang, in East Yorkshire; which latter he inherited 
in r�mainder in 1631, by agreement with Sir John St. John and other trustees, held in 
fee-farm of the Crown, at the rent of £13 6s. 8d. of the yearly value, "before the troubles," • 
over and above this and other payments of £36. He was fined £955, which was abated 
in consideration of a "morage " charge of £69 per annum, and at the intercession of Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, to £434 3s. 0d. The manor house is described as having been a little 
thatched house, now totally fallen down and utterly destroyed. 

John Bankes, of Settrington, com pounded for his estate, including land in Skerne, "of 
ye yearly valiew of £18 Os. 0d." 

Sir Matthew Boynton, of Barmston, paid a composition of £1,000. 
Thomas Crompton, of Great Driffield. " His delinquency was that he was in arms 

against the Parliament." In 1645 he surrendered himself in London; took the negative 
oath and the national covenant, and petitioned for leave to compound. The schedule of his 
estates, present and expectant, represents them to be "Messuages, Tenements, Cottages, 
'Mills, Lands, and their appo1·tenances, in Hutton, Skearne, Cransweek, North Frothington, 
Nafferton, and Wansworth, of the yearly value of £180. The Manor and Parish of 
Runswell, and certain lands and rents therein," of which he and his heirs are seized in fee, 
of the yearly value of £180; also of certain old rents in th� aame manor, of the value of 
£12 per annum; also, in remainder, of lands and tenements in Great Driffield, held in 
jointure, by his mother-in-law LStep-mother] Keziah Crompton, relict of his father, valued, 
before the troubles, at £100 per annum; besides these, an interest in the personalty of his 
lately deceased father, Robert Crompton; value not known, as the will is not yet proved, 
nor an inventory made, which he estimates at £500, and arrears of rents due £125. Fine 
at one-tenth-£887. Oct., 1646." 

Gregory Creyke, of Marton. Delinquency; in arrues against the Parliament, and 
defender of Scarborough Castle, when held against the Parliament. Seized in fee-simple 
to him and his heirs, of certain lands and tenements, now sequestered," in Marton, Sewerby, 
Kilham, Thwinge, Garton, Driffield, Skerne, Hotton, Brigham, Flamberrowe, and K.irkling­
ton, of the yearly value, before these troubles, of £187 ls. 8d., for which this ffine, at 2 
years's value, is £37 4 3s. 4d., out of which he is allowed £5 12s. 0d., payable to severall 
Lords of Manors, and £36 5s., hi8 mother-in-law's [step-mother's] jointure, for which heis 
to be allowed £47 9s. 0d., leaving £326 14s. 4d. ffine." n.d. [Oct., 1646]. 

Sir Thomas Danby, Kt., of Farnley; a Delinquent in arms against the Parliament, 

. ,,,,. 
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having taken the negative oath and the covenant, in May, 1646, petitions for composition 
in Nov. of the same year. " Is seized of lands and tenements at Farnley, Wortley, and 
Bolton, of the yearly value, before these troubles, of £380; of divers manors, lands, and 
tenements, in Masham and Bedale, of the value of £1,100 per annum; seized, also, of a 
like estate in the East Riding, lying and being within the several} townships of Driffield 
Maior, and Driffield Minor, worth before, the troubles, £20 per annum. He further prays 
to be allowed to pay a debt of £�,000 due to Francis Pierrepoint, Esq. : £71 6s. 0d. rent 
charges, as paid before this unnatural war; £100 to pay a mortgage, and £350 his mother's 
jointure. Schedule of decision-

Total income .................... . 
Five years' value .............. . 
Deduct allowance .............. . 

£ 1,500 
7,500 
2,719 

4,781 
Fine ............... 4,780 16s. 

Ffrancis Danby, of South Cave, gentleman; a delinquent, in armes against the 
Parliament until July, 1644, when he surrendered himself to the Hon. the Lord Ffairfax. 
Prays for permission to compound for his lands in South Cave. He is lykewis1, possest 
of a lyke estate, by the same lease of certaine lands in Dryfield of the yearly value, before 
these tymes, of £80, in which the compounder can clayme no other estate than for 16 
yeares, upon payment of the said £600. Fine £320. 

George Daniell, of Beswick, a delinquent, in 1653, complains to the commissioners that 
although he had paid the fine imposed on him, the commissioners of the County of York 
refuse to take off the sequestration, on the ground that they are not satisfied that the 
commissioners in London had allowed the rent charge of 200 marks, the jointure of his 
mother, the relict of Sir lngleby Daniell, his father, and prays that they may be instructed 
to do so. 

Thomas Daniell, brother of the above, also complains that his father having granted 
him, in 1623, an annuity of £40 out of the Manor of Beswick, he has not since his father's 
death in 1645, recovered payment of more than one year's annuity, in consequence of the 
sequestration of his brother's estate; and prays that the arrears may be paid to him, out 
of the funds arising out of the estate, now in the hands of the treasurer of the commission. 
The decision of the commissioners is not given. 

George Etherington, of Great Driffield, petitions for the restoration of his share in a 
water corn-mill, in Driffield, which had been the joint purchase of himself and his father 
Marmaduke, which in your petitioner's absence beyond seas, in these troublous tymes, was 
sequestered for the delinquency of William Etherington, late deceased, although the said 
William Etherington had never thereof been possessed ; and which your petitioner hath 
deeds and other evidence to make good his claim to ; praying that the committee of 
sequestration, of the county of York, may be instructed to examine the truth herein, and 
that your petitioner may be relieved. One John Storke, a baker in Driffield, gives 
evidence that he has known George Etherington for 20 years, and William Etherington 
for about 12 years last past. He believes that, by law, George Etherington was joint 
purchaser with bis father Marmaduke, of a moiety of the said mill : that George 
Etherington is living, and noe Delinquent nor Papist, but that William Etherington, who 
dyed nine or ten years since, was in armes against the Parliament, and he thinkes that 
George Etherington did not, ere this, goe about to cleare the sequestration, was in 
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reRpect of his povertie. He further saith that George Etherington hath sould and 
released his title and interest to the said moytie of the said mill unto him, the deponent, 
about ten months since. An order issued to the York committee, to make enquiry in 
the matter, 28 Nov., 1654, but with what result is not stated. 

Sir Henry Griffith, Bart., of Burton Agnes, had his estates sequestered, for the 
redemption of which he had to pay the sum of £4,461 18s. l0d., with an allowance settled 
on him of £178 per annum. The following is an interesting petition he presented to the 
committee at Haberdasher's Hall, relative to the rectory of Burton Agnes : 

"Worthy Sirs. 
"Give me leave, once more, to put you in mind of the sad condition of Bridlington, and 

to desire the accomplishment of yr intended favour to that place, being a Porte and 
l\farket-towne. You may be pleased to remember that, by misfortune, you granted awaye 
the Rectory of Burton-Agnes, sequestered from Sir Henry Griffith, to Leedes, a place very 
opulent and able to provide for itselfe, being likewise more than fiftye miles remote from 
Burton-Agnes. But being informed that Bridlington was within fower miles of Burton­
Agnes, and that it had enjoyed an augmentation of £50 per annum, by an order from the 
Committee of Plundered Ministers, the minister placed there not being above £18 per 
annum in the best times, and having within it three other villages of the same parish, 
solely depending on the ministry there, you were nobly pleased, about the end of May or 
June last, to discharge yr order for Leedes, and to conferre .£100 per annum of the revenue 
of that Rcctorie upon Bridlington, £50 upon Kilham, another Market town, very neare 
that place, and £50 upon Headon, being within the same Riding; and so make and order 
that Sir Thomas Widdrington and Mr Boswell, ffeoffes in trust for Lecdes, should forbear 
to grant any warrants for levying the money. Notwithstanding all which, Bridlington is 
now in a worse condition than ever, the Minister having deserted the place, and the 
Lecturer only still preaching occasionally, but without any allowance for a whole year 
now past, and will so continue until your further pleasure be declared ; and having thus 
given you a true narrative and clearly stated the business, I shall, with full confidence, 
expect that you will send this • • . . L illegible] . • . . attend you with the 
effect of your good intentions, that the Goepel may not be removed thence, where, of late, 
it hath had so good successes, both for advancing the honour of God and also for knitting 
the hearts of all good Christians to the Parliament, whose prayer will be for you att this 
distance, and within a short time, by God's permission, you shall all receive a personall 
acknowledgment thereof from your very faithful servant, 

Wx. STa1cELAND. 

Boynton 11th 9bre 1699 (11659). 

Although the above petition is signed by W Strickland, it is placed in the Records under 
the name of Sir Henry Griffith, and was probably written at his instigation, he having 
been the lay-impropriator of the Rectory. 

Richard Hunter, of North Frodingham, suffered consfication of his lands, under the 3rd 
Confiscation Act of 1652. 

George Kirke, Gentleman, of H.M. Robes and Bedchamber, held the remainder of & 

term of 60 years in the Manors of Nafferton and Sheriff Hutton, and of various lands in 
Holderness, of the yearly value of £360; besides lands and tenements in London, including 
his residence house at Charing Cross. Fine £660. 
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Sir Marmaduke Langdale, of North Dalton, the eminent Royalist Cavalry Officer, was 
plundered of his estates under the 1st Confiscation Act of 1651. 

Richard Legard, of" Gaunton." Composition fine £95. 
Lewis Lewyns, of Eske and Heslington, a Delinquent, in armes against the Parliament, 

who took the negative oath and the covenant in 1645, petitioned to be allowed to compound 
for his estates-viz., seized in his demesnes, as of fee, in Yorkshire, to him and his heires, 
of and in the Manor and Lordship of Eske, in the parish of Beverley, and of divers 
demesnes, lands, and tenements, to the same belonging, of the goo<lly value, before the 
troubles, of £190, for which his fine is £280, out of which he prayed to be allowed two 
thirds L1 one third] of which his mother, Mrs Ann Lewins, widow, is endowed, viz., 
£63 6s. 8d. 

William Swinborne, of Nafferton; lands confiscated under the 3rd Act of 1652. 
Richard Thompson, of Kilham, formerly of Scarborough, Estate sequestered for 

delinqency: took the negative oath and the Covenant in 1645, and prays to be allowed to 
compound. He was seized of the Rectory of Kilham, held of the Dean of York, let before 
the troubles at £ 160 per annum, out of which he had to pay £51 12s. 0d. to the Dean and 
£50 to Alderman Henry Thompson, of York, leaving £58 8s. 0d., which reckoned at one 
and a half years value makes the fine £87 12s. 0d. Also of lands and teneinents at 
Kilham, of the value, before the troubles, of £34 14s. 8d., settled in remainder on his 
eldest son, on his marriage, which is subject to a quit rent to the Lord of the l\Ianor of 
£2 8s. 3d; another of 2s. 3d. to a Mr. Ffarmery, a delinquent, now received by the State; 
and a third of 3s. 4d. to the Lord of the Manor of Nafferton, amounting to £5 13s. 10d. 
[1 £2 13s. l0d,l: fine £29 10s. 0d.: Goods, chattles, and shares in ships, £230: fine £23. 
Entire fine £200 I 11, States that his house at Scarborough was rifled of goods of the 
value of £380; and that when the Queen Henrietta landed at Bridlington, and crossed. 
the wolds to York, her attendants plundered his house of goods valued at £300. Not­
withstanding the fine will remain £200. 

Sir Thomas Williamson, Bart., of Co. Notts, a delinquent, compounds for lands and 
tenements in Cos. Notts, Lincoln, and York, including divers lands and tenements in 
Hooton, Cranswick, and Sunderlandwick, which, with some other lands in Yorkshire, 
were, before the troubles, of the goodly value of £440, for which his fine is £880. There 
was a payment due, out of Cranswick, to the heirs of Sir John Botham of £7 per 
annum. Sir Thomas' total income was £2,003 per annum and the entire fine £4,045 18s. 4d. 

For a long period no event of importance, or anything worthy of record occurred in 
Driffield. It remained nothing more than an agricultural Wold village, with nothing 
to break the monotony of its existence excepting the fairs of Little Dri.fileld, when the 
concourse of buyers and sellers gave it the semblence of a market town. The villagers 
carried their farm produce-eggs, butter, fowls, &c., to the weekly markets of Kilhnm 
and Frodingham, and the farmers would occasionally attend the more distant ·markets of · 
Beverley and Bridlington, for the disposal of their cereal11. Lambar<le, in his "Descriptive 
Gazetteer of England and Wales" (1730) says-" Drifield a village about 16 miles from 
Kingston upon Humber, whea.r Ealfrida, some tyme King of Northumberland, had a 
house and dyed: Leland sayeth that this was in Litle Driffield, at which place, also, the 
three braunches of the Humber mete and runne to Hull." 

Some idea may be fot'llled of the extent of the village of Great Driffield from an old 
plan of the date 1745. It represents a few scattered houses about l\liddle Street North, 
Eaatgate, and Westgate, with a few stragglers south of the Church. Driffield beck runs 
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through the centre of t�e village north and south, with two bri<lges; one at the village, 
with Bridge Street leading to it, the other near where the railway station now stands, 
with two intermediate fords, over which bridges from Middle Street to Eastgate have 
Bi.nee been built. Over the first mentioned bridge the Hull and Scarborough coaches 
passed, and along Eastgate to the Bridlington road. 

Towards the end of the 18th century a spirit of enterprise seems to have animated the 
villagers, who were shrewd enough to see that its central position and its capabilities, 
from its nearness to the river Hull, which afforded a cheap and ready transit to the Port 
of Hull, of corn and other agricultural products, fitted it to develope into a commercial 
dep�t and the chief town of the Wolds. In order, however, to open up the navigation of 
the Hull, a consideruble outlay of capital would be involved; but, notwithstanding some 
opposition to the scheme, the necessary funds were forthcoming, capitalists perceiving that 
eventually there must be a remunerative return for their outlay, and the necessary works 
were executed in due course. The result was the development of the village into a· town. 
A large commerce in grain and other commodities speedily came into existence along the 
fluid highway; and, under its influence, the markets of Kilham and Frodingham decayed 
and became extinct, whilst that of Driffield came into being and gradually grew up and 
expanded as the former declined, until it became what it is now-essentially the market 
town of the Wolds. 

About the same time, or earlier, mills were erected for the manufacture of paper, 
ca1-pets, and other textile fabrics, in which water was the motive power, the running streams 
of Driffield presenting admirable facilities for the employment of this agent. But the 
endeavour to make it a manufacturing town proved abortive; the grinding of fl.our alone 
proving successful, an industry that has existed from the time of Domesday Book, when it 
appears there were eight mills in the parish. By the time of the civil war water had 
been employed for driving the stones, and perhaps much earlier, as we find from the 
composition papei,3 of George Etherington that he and his father were joint owners of a 
water mill, since which time several large water mills have been erected, or mills built for 
other purposes converted into fl.our mills. In more recent times other industries have 
been introduced, and at the present time it presents, with its array of lofty chimneys, at 
least the semblance of a manufacturing town. The introduction of steam as a motive 
power for driving machinery and the lack of coal within a reasonable distance of Driffield 
proved fatal to its pretensions, rendering it impossible to compete in this _respect with the 
towns of the West Riding, with their exhaustless beds of coal at their very doors. 

At the end of the century the people of Driffield displayed a patriotic spirit, during 
the wars with France and Napoleon, by forming among themselves a body of citizen 
soldiers, called the "Driffield Armed Association," in 1798, for the defence of their homes 
against the threatened invasion of England. The next year it was transformed into the 
"Driffield Volunteers," and remained embodied until the peace of Amiens, in 1802, when 
the force was disbanded, under the hope of a permanent peace. But when the war broke 
out afresh, in 1803, the corps was reconstructed, under the name of the "Bainton Beacon 
Volunteers," and continued under arms until 1808, when all danger of invasion had 
disappeared. The same spirit which animated their grandfathers pervaded the breasts of 
the young men of modern Driffield, who, in 1860, formed themselves into the" Driffield 
Rifle Volunteer Corps," still existing as an efficient body of citizen soldiers. 

Since Driffield assumed the rank of a market town it has continued to grow in 
population and importance. It has been invested with powers of local self-government ; 
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has established educational, literary and social institutions ; has founded societies for 
promoting the well-being of the community ; and has ever displayed a loyal and 
patriotic spirit on the occurrence of great national events. 

In 1834, in accordance with the provisions of the Poor-Law Amendment Act., 
Driffield was constituted the head of an union, consisting of 42 parishes. In the 
following year, 1835, the streets were lighted with gas. An important event, second 
only to the opening of the Driffield Navigation, was the construction of the Hull and 
Bridlington Railway, with a station at Driflield, opened on the 6th of October, 1846, 
which has contributed essentially in promoting the progress and welfare of the town ; 
which was further enhanced, in 1853, by the opening of the Driffield and Malton 
Railway; and still further by a. railway to Market Weighton, opened in 1890, giving 
direct communication, vw, Selby, with Leeds and the \Vest Riding. This convergence 
of railways at Driffield renders it an important junction station, and must eventually 
make the town a greater centre of business and commercial prosperity. 

A Burial Board was constituted in 1862, and a spacious cemetery laid out on the 
Bridlington-road, which was consecrated by the Archbishop of York, August 19th, 
1865. · The first Board consisted of the following gentlemen : Messrs. Thomas Hopper, 
Thomas Pickering, George Moor Foley, Thomas Craven, Thomas Dawson, Henry 
Angas, and James Elgey. 

In 1871, a School Board was established, the decision being arrived at by a vote 
of the ratepayers, in a majo1·ity of 218 out of 943 votes. The following gentlemen 
were elected on the first Board: Messrs. George Robert Wrangham, James Milnes 
Jennings, Thomas Dyson Whitaker, William Jarratt, and William Bradshaw. 'fhe 
number of membeni was afterwards increased to seven. Temporary premises were made 
use of in the New-road Congregational Schoolroom and the Wesleyan Schoolroom, 
until the erection of new school buildings, on a large scale, at ihe corner of Bridlington 
and Wansford roads, the foundation-stone of which was laid, in 1873, by Mr. James 
Milnes Jennings, the chairman of the Board, and the buildings opened in 1874. 

In 1873, Driffield was invested with powers of local self-government, by the formation 
of a Local Board, in accordance with the Act of 1858. The following gentlemen 
constituted the first Board: Messrs. James Elgey, James Milnes Jennings, George 
Moor Foley, George Robert Wrangham, William Allanson, John Davy Eames, James 
Walker, Edward Gibson, Thomas Greenfield Marshall, Richard Wood, Thomas Dyson 
Whitaker, and Henry Angas. The Board was formed to carry out the sewerage of the 
town, the Guardians, as the Rural Sanitary Authority, having under consideration a 
scheme which did not meet with the approval of the parish, and shortly after its 
formation Messrs. Oldham and Bohn, engineers, Hull, were instructed to prepare & 
scheme of sewerage, which, after the holding of a Government inquiry, was carried 
out at a cost of over £, 10,000, seven acres of land ·at the River Head being purchased 
of the Dowager Viscountess Downe for outfall works and filtration area. The work 
was begun in 1879 and finished in 1880. The Board next turned its attention to 
furnishing the town with a supply of pure water ; but this it was not pumitted to 
do, the town being in favour of the work being carried out by a private company, 
an Act to incorporate such being obtained in 1882. The works were commenced in 
1883 and opened in 1884. The pumping-station and reservoir are situated on high 
ground, in Spellowgate, to the north of the town, at an elevation sufficient to convey 
the water by gravitation to the upper floors of the highest buildings. 
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In 1876, the Board took into it.s hands the markets and tolls, which were leased 
from the Viscountess Downe, the Lady of the Manor. 

Under the Electoral Reform Act, 1885, Driffield was constituted the head of the 
Buckrose Division of the East Riding, which comprehends the following parishes and 
townships : Argam, Auburn, Acklam, Bainum, Barthorpe, Barmston, Battleburn, 
Beeford, Bempton, Bessingby, Binnington, Birdsall, Boynton, Bracken, Brigham, 
Bridlington, Brompton, Buckton, Burdale, Burton Agnes, Burton (North}, Burythorpe, 
Butterwick, Carnaby, Cottam, Cowlam, Croom, Dalton (North}, Driffield (Great), 
Driflield (Little), Duggleby, Eastburn, Easton, Eddlethorpe, Elmswell, Filey, Fimber, 
Fil'by, Flambrough, Flixton, . Folkton, Fordon, Foston, Fox.holes, Fraisthorpe, Friday­
thorpe, Fro<lingham (North), Ganton, Garton, Gembling, Gransmoor, Grimston (North), 
Grindall, Haisthorpe, Harpham, Hclperthorpe, Heslcrton (East), Heslerton (West), 
Hilderthorpe, Howsham, Hunmanby, Hutton Cranswick, Kelk (Great), Kelk (Little), 
Kelleythorpe, Kennythorpe, Kilham, Kilnwick, Kirkburn, Kirkham, Kfrby Grindalythe, 
Knapton, Langtoft, Langton, Leavening, Leppington, Lissett, Lowthorpe, Lund, 
Luttons Ambo, Marton, Mennythorpe, :Middleton, Muston, Nafferton, Neswick, 
Norton, Newsham, Octon, Raisthorpe, .Reighton, Rillington, Rotsea, Rudston, Ruston 
Parva, Scgglcthorpe, Scampston, Serayingham, Settrington, Sewerby, Sherburn, Skerne, 
Sledmere, Southburn, Speeton, Staxton, Sunderlandwick, Thi1·kleby, Thornholme, 
Thorpe Bassett, Thwing, Tibthorpe, Towthorpe, Wansford, Watton, Weaverthorpe,
W estow, ,v etwang, Wharram-le-Street, Wharram Percy, Willerby, Wilsthorpe,
Winteringham, Wold Newton, and Y e<ldingham. The following towns and villages 
are polling-places : Barmston, Bempton, Bridlington (2), Burton Agnes, Burythorpe, 
Driffield (2), Filey, Fimber, Flambrough, Folkton, Frodingham (North), Grimston 
(North), Heslerton (West), Hilderthorpe, Hunmanby, Hutton Cranswick, Kilham, 
Kfrkburn, Langtoft, Leppington, Middleton, Nafferton, Norton (2), Reighton, Rillington, 
Rudston, Sherburn, Sledmere, Ulrome, Watton, Weaverthorpe, Westow, and Wold Newton. 

The first election took place in 1885, when Mr. Christopher Sykes, brother of Sir 
Tatton Sykes, was elected in the Conservative interest, by 4,081 votes against 3,785 
votes of his Liberal opponent, Mr. J. J. Cousins, of Chapel Allerton, Leeds. The 
second election occurred in 1886, when Mr. William Alexander McArthur, of Silk-street 
and Berkeley-square, London, was elected in the Liberal interest by a majority of 
one vote over those polled for his opponent, Mr. C. Sykes, the respective numbers 
being 3,742 and 3,741. Mr. Sykes petitioned against the ret,rrn, on the ground of 
false and illegal votes. The }letition was tried at York, before Baron Pollock and 
Mr. Justice Smith, 'with the result, which was given in December, that after a scrutiny 
of the doubtful votes and the striking off of those which were bad, the petitioner was 
in a majority of 11, and therefore duly elected, or rather re-elected. 

For the advancement of agricultural science the Driflield and East Riding Agricultural 
Society was established in 1853, and has been useful in exciting emulation amongst the 
farmers in the breeding of horses and cattle and in the raising of superior cereals and 
other farm produce. The show of July 20th, 1888, was honoured by the presence of 
H.RH. Pdnce Albert Victor of Wales, on which occasion the inhabitants made a
demonstration of their loyalty by the erection of an ornamental arch in Middle street
South, opposite Doctor-lane, and a liberal display of bunting on public buildings and 
private houses. A Farmers' Club, supplementary to this, was formed in 1885. 

The Yorkshire Agricultural Society held its annual meeting and show at Drifileld 



CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS A HISTORY OF DRIFFIELD. 33 

in 1875, on which occasion there were shewn in the pens, at Little Driffield, where the 
show yard was eituat.ed, 121 head of cattle, 404 horses, 127 sheep, and 99 pigs-a total of 
751 animals. 

In 1862 the Yorkshire Architectural Society, visited the town, under the Presidency of 
the Rev. Archdeacon Long, when the two Churches and the supposed site and foundations of 
King ..tEldfri"S's Royal Palace were examined, and a paper read by Mr John Browne, of 
Bridlington, formerly of Driffield, on "Driffield past and present." 

In 1867 the Archieological Aeeociation paid a visit to the town, when, after viewing the 
antiquities, the above Mr John Browne read a paper on the Church, explaining many 
details in its history not generally known. 

In 1876 Driffield was the place of the annual assembly of the members of the Yorkshire 
Geological and Polytechnic Society, who were much indebted to an inspection of the 
contents of the Mortimer Museum for obtaining a better knowledge of the district as it 
was before the advent of man on the earth. 

In Educational appliances a national school was erected on Cross Hill in 1818, which 
was rebuilt in 1855, a.nd since then extended by the erection of another equally-extensive 
building, which is now used as the boys' school-room. This institution affords instruction 
to a great number of the juvenile population, at a moderate cost: and in 1837 a Mechanics' 
and Literary Institute was founded, with a (now) valuable library, for contributing to the 
further instruction a.nd the supply of intellectual nutriment to youths and young men 
after their preliminary school education. 

One of the most important events in the commercial history of Driffield was the 
erection, in 1862, of a mill for the manufacture of linseed cake. It was established by a 
Limited Liability Company, consisting of several of the more prominent agriculturists of 
the Wolds and the East Riding generally, and was registered under the title of "The 
Driffield and East Riding Pure Linseed Cake Company." Mr. Thomas Hopper, of 
Kelleythorpe, was the first chairman. A sum of £20,000 was expended in the erection 
of the first portion-the north wing, which was fitted with the best modern machinery, and 
was said, even then, to be the finest mill of the kind in Europe. The success wA.S great 
financially ; the cake soon won a high reputation throughout England, and was a great 
boon to Driffield in eventually affording em.ployment for a large number of workmen. 
In eight years the busineee had increased to so great an extent that in 1870 it was found 
necessary to enlarge the mill, when the south wing and connecting buildings were erected. 
The complete mill was a noble stn1cture, situated near the railway station, four stories in 
height, and measuring 220 feet by 150 feet, surmounted by a clock tower with a chime of five 
bells. After the extension, the company added the manufacture of cotton cake, a speciality 
of their own, with a patent cotton-seed cleaner, an invention which enabled them to turn 
out cake of a very superior quality. An oil refinery, three stories high, was afterwards 
added. Some idea of the capabilities of the machinery may be formed from the fact that 
fiO tone of cake could be made daily. 

Towards the end of the year 1887 the mill had been exceedingly busy, having a great 
number of orders in band, and on Saturday night, December 10th, the machinery waa 
kept at work until 11 o'clock, but on the following Monday, witltout any preliminary 
warning, a terrible catastrophe occurred in the almost total destruction of the mills by • 
fire. How the fire originat.ed was not discovered, but it was conjectured that it must 
have been by spontaneous combustion, as the mills, to guard against such a calamity, 
were light.ed by electricity. It was first discovered by the night watchman, about four 

0 
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o'clock in the morning of the 12th, who immediately gave the alarm, and the fire 
brigade was soon on the spot, but so rapid was the progress of the fire, and the 
appliances for extinguishing fires so utterly incompetent for coping with a fire on thia 
scale, that the whole building soon became enveloped in flames, lighting up the country for 
miles round. 

When the people of Driffield awoke on that fatal morning they were perfectly panic 
stricken at the appalling spectacle, nevertheless they lent every assistance in their power, 
which however was altogether ineffectual in checking the progress of destruction. In a very 
short time the roofs, the clock tower and the floors with their ponderous machinery came 
crashing down, and lay in one vast mass of burning debris, blazing up high into the air, 
and giving forth the heat of an intensly hot furnace. In close proximity to the place 
where the fire originated were the oil stores, in tanks and casks, containing 200 or 300 
tons of oil, and it was seen at once that if this caught fire and flowed over into the streets 
and river, the whole of the south end of the town, with the shipping, must have been 
destroyed, and the efforts of the firemen were mainly directed to prevent this. Some 
tanks in the body of the mill and at the north-west corner blazed up with great fury, but it 
was mostly within the tanks, and in one case, where a tank was broken by the falling of a 
heavy girder, the oil flowed out without igniting and ran down Eastgate to the canal like 
a rivulet. The books and papers were fortunately saved, owing to the early arrival of 
the clerks, but scarcely anything else, and by eight o'clock the building was left with 
nothing excepting the bll.l'e walls and a mass of smouldering ruins, which burnt 
for a week. The damage was estimated, in the police report, at £25,000, which sum 
was covered by insurances. 

A meeting of the shareholders, with the Chairman of the Company-Mr. W. O. 
J B1-ratt-in the chair, was held on Friday, in the same week, before the fire was entirely 
extinguished, and after some discussion, seeing that never in their whole career had they 
such a prospect as now of doing a large and profitable business, and never at any ti.me so 
many large orders on contract, they unanimously resolved that the mill should be re-built. 
This has since then been done, b�t on a slightly smaller scale, the introduction of 
improved machinery not requiring so much space. 

To alleviate the sufferings of the poor in illness, and afford them medical and surgical 
aid gratuitously, a Cottage Hospital was founded in 1867, in temporary premises in 
Eastgate, and in 1875 a larger building, better adapted for the purpose, was erected in 
Nafferton Road, by voluntary subscription. 

As loyal subjects of the Queen, and in evidence of their attachment to the reigning 
family, tl1e inhabitants of Driffield celebrated the marriage of the Princess Royal, in 1858, 
and that of the Prince of Wales, in 1863, by holiday making, public dinners, processions, 
and other festivities. 

Still more demonstrative were they on the Jubilee day of 1887-Tuesday, June the 21st, 
the day appointed for the celebration of the Qneen's completing the fiftieth year of her 
reign. The good people of the town were awakened early in the morning by the clangour 
of bells, but no one dreamt of taking down the shutters of his shop. The weather W88 
truly Queen's weather, the sun shining with gleeful radiance, and a slight breeze of wind 

• blowing forth the streamers that floated gaily from church tower, chimney, and every
vantage point. Holy communion was celebrated in the Parish Church, at 7.30 a.m.; at
10 o'clock a procession w.i.s formed, on Cross Hill, of the Rifle Volunteers, with their
band, the Jubilee Committee, ministers of religion, gentlemen of position and note, and
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various Friendly Societies-the Foresters, the Provident Benefit, the Free Gardeners, the 
British Workmen's Club, &c. (including two persons, Mr. John Kemp and Mrs. Johnson, 
who witnessed the Jubilee celebration of King George III., 76 years previously), who 
paraded the main streets, and proceeded to the Parish Church, where a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Canon Newton, the Vicar, from the text "Rejoice with them that do rejoice 
and weep with them that weep." (Rom. xii., 15), accompanied by appropriate anthems, 
the service being fully choral, Mr. A. Ransom presiding at t-he organ. The procession was 
then re-formed, and proceeded to Ci-oss Hill, whence they started, where the National 
Anthem was played and afeu-de-joie fired by the volunteers. And now came off the great 
event of the day, to which all the previous ceremonials-the sermon, the procession, the 
firing, and the hurraying, bad been mere preliminaries-to wit, the dinner. It had been 
arranged that this should be done in the magnificent style of old, 

"When in the Baron's hall 
The bear<ls wagged all;" 

and that an ox. should be roasted whole for the occasi<m. This was the great feature of 
the day's proceedings, and excited a vast amount of popular interest. The ox was given by 
Mr. Harrison Holt, of Highfield House, and the roasting, which was superintended by Lieut. 
Sharp, was accomplished in a field hi. King's l\lill road, between grates of fire three yards 
long, and was a complete success. It was cut up and served out with bread and other 
necessary appurtenances to the multitude of people assembled round the enclosure, 
accompanied by mugs of ale, given by Mr. Jessop, with a plentiful supply of ginger-beer 
for the teetotalers. Besides this dinner for the mass of the townspeople a more select 
dinner was served in a marquee, in the field, to which 600 to 700 persons sat down. Mr. 
James M. Jennings occupied the chair, and after grace bad been said, nrious toasts were 
drunk-The Queen, the Prince of '\Vales and the rest of the Royal Family ; the Friendly 
Societies; the Town and Trade of Driffield; the Army, Navy, and Volunteers; the 
Clergy and Ministers of all Denominations; the speakers being Messrs. Jennings, (the 
Chairman) T. H. Trigg, W. H. Jennings, John Sterriker, Capt. Staveley, W. G. Purdon, 
and H. Holt. Two thousand Sunday School children also had a procession, and tea 
drinking at their respective schoolrooms, and a tea drinking was given in the marquee to 
from 1,200 to 1,500 poor people. A series of athletic sports was held in the field in 
King's Mill road, and some hundreds of prizes competed for and won; and the day was 
brought to a close by a brilliant illumination of tho town and a ball in the marquee. 

The most recent accession of importance to Driffield, as a town and centre of population, 
has been the constituting it the head of an Electoral Division for sending members to the 
County Council of the East Riding, under the provisions of the Local Government Act of 
1888. The Division sends 7 members to the Council-2 for Driffield and 5 for the rural 
district, comprising the vi11ages of Butterwick, Bainton, Brigham, Beeford, Bracken, 
Battleburn, Cowlam, Cottam, Cranswick, Dalton (North), Elmswell, Eastburn, Fimber, 
Foston, Froduagham, Garton, Gembling, Helperthorpe, Harpham, Kilham, Kelk, (Great 
and Little), Kirkburn, Luttons Ambo, Langton, Lowthorpe, Middleton, Nafferton, 
Neewick, Ruston Parva, Rotsea, Sledmere, Skerne, Sunderlandwick, Southburn, 
Towthorpe, Tibthorpe, Wea verthorpe, W etwang, W ansford, and Watton. 

The lat Election for Driffield took place on Jan. 17th, 1889, when the following 
gentlemen were chosen after a severe contest--

Southern Divialon-Mr. Luke White, 229 votee, defeating Mr. Ju. Elgey, 197 votee. 
Northern Diviaion-Mr. Wm. Bradshaw, 278 ,, ,, irr: Thoe, Holtby, 262 ,, 
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CHAPTER V. 

' 

ltbe 1orbs of tbe manor anb mobern 1anbeb proprtetore. 

FROM the Domesday survey we find that the Manor of Driffield, with ita 
four berewicka, contained 24 carucates of land-2,400 acres, more or 
less-requiring 12 ploughs for its tillage, with the sokes of several other 
Wold villages, containing 49 more carucates-about 10,000 acres. In 

/'/"ll!l�i"-. King Edward'a time, and when Duke William achieved the conquest of 
Northumbria, Morkere, Viceroy Earl of Northumbria, was Lord of the 
Manor, but now (1086) that record describes it as all waste, both ma.nor 
and sokes, and in the hands of the King. 

This Morkere, who was also Lord of the Manors of Pocklington, Market W eighton, 
and Pickering, as well as of other territorial possessions in the East Riding, wae a 
grandson of Leofric, Earl of Marcia, and brother to Ed wine, the existing Earl, who was 
also a considerable landowner in Yorkshire; the brother Earls always acting in concert 
in political matters. 

Morkere was illegally elected Viceroy Earl of Northumbria, by a local gem6t at York, 
who took upon themselves to depose Tosti (Godwinson) for tyranny and malversation of 
office, and elect Morkere in his stead, an irregular act that at first excited the wrath of 
King Edward, but who eventually over-looked the illegal proceedings of the York nobles 
and confirmed the appointment. 

These b1·other Earls, Morkere and Edwina, were defeated at Fulford, near York, by 
Tosti and Harald Hardrada of Norway, after the acceeaion of King Harold, who in turn 
were defeated and slain at Stamford Bridge, by King Harold, who was himself slain 
immediately after at the battle of Hastings, and his fallen crown assumed by the Norman 
Duke. After the conquest of Northumbria, King William confirmed the two brothers 
in their Earldoms, but afterwards deposed them for being implicated in the insurrections 
of Gospatric, when Morkere joined Hereward the Wake, in the camp of refnge, in the 
Isle of Ely, where, surrounded by morasses, they set the Conqueror at defiance, after the 
subjugation of the rest of England. Morkere was captured at the storming of this 
stronghold, his estates confiscated, and himself sent a prisoner to Normandy. 

The forfeited lands of Earl Morkere, with many another lordship elsewhere, were given 
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by the King to his sister's son-Hugh d' Abrinci, Earl of Chester, to which dignity he was 
promoted in 1070, the Manor of Dri.ffield and other lands remaining in the hands of his 
descendants until Ranulph, " the stout Earl of Chester," the upholder of King John in 
his contest with the Barons, died issueless, in 1231, when his possessions were divided 
among his sisters, who were his co-heiresses. 

John Scott, his nephew, the son of David, Earl of Huntingdon (brother to William the 
Lion, King of Scotland), by Maud, daughter of Hugh de Meschines and sister to Ranulph, 
succeeded to the Earldom of Chester and to the Lordship of Dri.ffield and other Manors, 
but he also died without issue, poisoned it was supposed by his wife, leaving his four 
sisters as his co-heiresses. King Henry III., not deeming it fit that a County Palatine with 
its important rights and duties should pass to a female, took the Earldom into his own hands 
and divided his estates among the co-heiresses, adding thereto other manors as compensation 
for the deprivation of the Earldom. Margaret, the eldest of the co-heiresses, was dead, 
having married Alan, Earl of Galloway, but she had left a daughter Christian, to whom 
was allotted what would have been her mother's share in the partition, which included the 
Manor of Dri.ffield. 

She married William de Fortibus, Earl of Albemarle and Lord of the Seigniory of 
Holderness, but failing issue the Manor of Dri.ffield was inherited by her sister Helen, the 
wife of Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winchester. Her issue was three daughters, Margaret, 
Elizabeth, and Ela, who ma1ried respectively-William de Ferrers, Earl of Derby; the 
Earl of Buchan and Alan ; and Baron Zouch of Ashby ; but which of these co-heiresses 
81lcceeded to Dri.ffield does not appear to be known. 

It seems to have passed about this time, whether by inheritance or purchase does not 
appear, to the Barons Scrope. of U psal, and so remained until the death, without issue, in 
1517, of Geoffrey le Scrope, 9th and last Baron, when the Barony fell in abeyance between 
his three sisters-Alice, Mary, and Elizabeth, amongst whom his estates were divided. 
In this partition Driffield fell to the lot of Mary, or Margery, who married Sir Christopher 
Danby, Kt., of Farnley and Thorp-Perow, and brought to that family the Lordship of 
Mashamshire as well. 

From the Danbys the manor passed to George Langley, of Langton on Swale, who was 
living in 166(1, cet. 72, having married Anne, daughter of Christopher Danby, of Great 
Langton, and from them to the Rev. Marmaduke Dawnay, 3rd son of Sir John Dawnay, 
4th Viscount Downe, who, in 1824, assumed, by sign manual, the name and arms of Langley, 
and was resident at Wykeham Abbey, near Scarborough. He died ccel., when the manor 
of Driffield came to the Dawnays, and is now held by Mary Isabel, Dowager Viscountess, 
relict of Sir William Henry, 7th Viscount Downe, and daughter of the Right Rev. 
Richard Bagot, Bishop of Bath and Wells. In 1863 she re-married, as her second husband, 
Sydney Levison Lane, a Barrister of the Inner Temple, and resides at Balde1-sby Park, 
Thirsk. 

In the year 1874, a new Domesday Book was compiled, comprising the names of all 
the landed proprietors in the kingdom, with the acreage of their lands and their estimated 
yearly value, from which the following list of the landowners of Dri.ffield and its vicinity 
is extracted. 

Name 

Allanson, Jamee, Kendale .................... . 
Allanson, Williamt Danesdale .............. . 

o 2

Acreage 
.A., B, P, 

13 0 0 
80 0 26 

Eetim�ted Yearly Value. 
£ •· d • 

26 0 0 

160 0 0 
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Name 

Allen, Rev. George, Little Driffield ....... .. 
Allen, Rev. Rich., South bum .............. . 
Angas, Henry, Great Driffi.eld •.............. 
Ashby, Thomas, Hutton Cranswick ......•.. 
Atkinson, Thomas, Great Driffield ........... . 
Barker, Ellen, N afferton ....................... . 
Barker, Mrs., Trustees of, Na.fferton 
Barker, Sarah ,, 
Barker, William, Hutton Cra.nswick 
Barmby, Thomas, W ansford ................. . 
Baron, Thomas, Trustees of .................... . 
Binnington, William, Executors of, Great 

Acreage 

"-· a. P. 

56 1 8 

20 0 0 

3 0 27 
1 1 0 

39 0 37 

2 0 11 
84 0 0 

2 0 11 
2 0 30 
2 0 20 

3 13 3 

Driffield . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 227 2 0 
Beilby, George, Nafferton ........................ 81 . 1 0 
Beil by, Mrs. George, ,, . . • . . . . •• . . . . . • • . . . . • . .. 1 0 7 
Beilby, Thomas, ,, ............•........... 9 2 3Q 
Blanchard, John, Great Driffi.eld . . . . • . . . • . . • 4 2 28 
Botham, John, Tibthorpe • . • • . . . . . • . . • . • . . • . . . 3 2 0 
Botterill, Arthur, Garton . . . .•. .•. . . . .. . . . . . .• 119 1 3 
Botterill, William, ,, ..................... 12 3 3 
Bowes, William, Hutton Cranswick . . . . . . • . • 4 3 0 
Boyes, Jane, Great Driffield .................. 18 1 23 
Bewill, Thomas, Kirk burn . .. . .. ..••... .. .. . .. . 12 0 0 
Britton, 'l'homas, Great Driffi.eld . .. . . . . . . . . . 5 0 35 
Broadley, Henry, N a.fferton • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 2 0
Broadley, John, ,, .................. 4 1 12 

Bryan, Wiiliam ,, . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . 1 2 30 
Burton, Francis, ·Hutton Cranswick ......... 2 2 0 
Carsley, Thomas, Hutton Cranswick . . . . . . . . . 13 0 35 
Carter, Thomas, Garton .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . 18 0 38 
Cawood, Mrs., Gt. Driffield .................. 12 0 0 
Cherry, James, Wansford ..................... 41 2 0 
Clare, Rev. G. T., Bain ton .. .. . .. .. . . . . . . . .. 601 0 0 
Clark, David B., Great Driffield . . . . . . . .. . . . 6 3 1 
Clark, William J., ,, ............... 13 3 7 
Clarkson, George, Tibthorpe . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 11 O 1 
Clements, Edw. H., Wetwang ............... 1 O O 
Cole, Rev. Edw. M., ,, ............... 210 2 O 
Conyers, E. D., Exors. of, Great Driffield 30 0 0 
Craven, Thomas, Great Driffi.eld · ............ 163 O 6 
Creaser, Anne, ,, . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. ... 24 2 15 
Crozier, Thomas, Hutton Cranswick ......... 8 2 O 
Danby, George, Nafferton ..................... 1 2 O 
Davidson, Rev. Jas., ,, ............ ............ 32 1 O 
Dickinson, Milner, Great Driffield . . . . . . .. .. . . 1 1 7 

Eatimated Yearly Vala 
£ •. d. 

103 10 0 

44 10 0 

50 0 0 

10 10 0 
627 0 0 

11 18 0 
127 10 0 

11 15 0 
21 0 0 

21 10 0 
10 0 0 

386 0 0 

108 10 0 
76 0 0 

33 5 0 

46 10 0 
46 10 0 

251 2 0 
98 7 0 
20 10 0 

144 0 0 
36 5 0 
37 10 0

15 5 0 
45 0 0 
21 0 0 

7 0 0 
61 8 0 
23 0 0 

21 0 0 
49 0 0 

881 10 0 

92 5 0 
57 0 0 

6 15 0 
30 0 0 

262 10 0 

52 0 0 
276 0 0 
94 10 0 

10 10 0 

10 0 0 
77 10 0 

109 10 0 
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Name Acreage E1timated Yearly Value. 

A, R, P 

Dickson, Thomas, N afferton . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . 17 8 1 0 
Driffield Navigation, Commissioners of . . . . . . 7 0 0 
Driffield Union, Guardians of ............... 1 1 34: 
Dundass, Mrs., Great Driffield ............... 20 0 0 

Ell yard, Charles, N afferton . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 112 0 3 
Farthing, Beatrix, Great Driffield . . . . . . .. . . . . 23 2 34 
Fletcher, Mercy, Hutton Cranswick ......... 5 0 0 
Foley, G. M., Great Driffield . .. . . .. . . .. • . .. . . . 3 1 26 
Foster and Tonge ,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 2 16 
Foster, John, ,, .................. 102 0 0 

Foster, John, ,, . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 20 2 25 
Foster, John, Tibthorpe .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . 1 0 0 
Foster, Robert, Great Driffield .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . 8 0 0 
Foster, Thomas, ,, . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . 1 0 28 

Foster, Mrs. Thomas, W ansford .. . . .. . .. .. . 16 0 0 
Foster, William, Little Driffield . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 2 25 

Fowler, Rev. J. N., Great Driffield ......... 292 0 0 
Garton, Churchwardens of .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . ... .. . 1 3 0 
Gibson, Edward, Great Driffield ... . .. .. .. .. 36 2 9 
Grant, John ,, ............... 1 3 29 
Gr ay, Thomas, Tibthorpe . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . 2 2 0 
Harker, John, Gre at Driffield ......... ...... 1 3 37 
Harrison, Edward, ,, ..................... 1 1 13 
Harrison, Mrs. George, Great Driffield 86 0 0 
Ha1-rison, George W., ,, 7 3 13 
Harrison, John, Tibthorpe . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 32 1 0 
Harrison, Richard R., Hutton Cranswick ..• 3 0 0 
Harrison, William, Tibthorpe .................. 129 0 22

Hayes, Edward, Great Driffield ............... 15 1 37 
Hewson, Alfred, Great Driffield . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 3 30 
Hewson, George, ,, • . . . . . ..• . . . . . . 5 3 31 
Hickson, John, ,, • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 22 
Hilla by, Chas. W., Garton . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0 0 
Hobson, Matthew, Hutton Cranswick . . . . .• 27 2 10 

Hodgson, George, Great Driffield .. . .. .. .. . . . 41 1 0 
Hodgson, John, Hutton Cranswick 2 3 15 
Holt by, Margaret, Elmswell . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . • .. 4 3 0 
Holtby, Mary, Great Driffield ...... ........• 1 3 10 

Holtby, Robert, ,, ... . ... •. . . . . .. . . • 246 3 11 
Holtby, Thomas, ,, .. . . ... .. .•. .. . . .. 6 0 2 
Hopper, Henry, Garton . .. .•. . .. .•. . .. . . . 15 2 0 
Hopper, James, Kellytborpe .................. 49 3 29 
Hopper, Mrs. Thoe. ,, ....•••.••••...... 100 0 11

Hornby, Henry, Corpslanding •. . . . . . . • • .. •.• 115 1 8 
Hornby, Mrs. Jane, Little Driffield •..•....• 23 2 32 
Horner, Hannah, N afferton • .. .. • . . .. . . • • .. .. 3 3 6

£ a. d.
383 4 0 

365 0 0 

89 ro o 

15 0 0 

218 10 0 

59 0 0 

15 0 0 

95 0 0 

326 0 0 

150 0 0 

154 0 0 

9 10 0 

10 16 0 

96 0 0 
16 15 0 

157 12 0 
294 10 0 
18 15 0 

414 15 0 
6 0 0 

3 15 0 
276 10 0 
100 0 0 
111 15 0 
109 5 0 

38 0 0 
14 0 0 

161 6 0 
55 10 0 
59 0 0 
59 0 0 

105 15 0 
4 16 0 

48 10 0 

200 10 0 
17 0 0 

7 10 0 
118 0 0 
307 10 0 
171 5 0 
46 8 0 

68 10 0 
205 5 0 
178 10 0 

81 5 0 

16 0 0 
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Name Acreage 
.a.. B. P. 

Eetimated Yearly Value. 
£ ,. d . 

Ibbotson, Ann, senr., Nafferton ............. .. 12

13 

13 

0 0 

Ibbotson, Ann, junr., ,, ................. . 0 0 

Jarratt, Thomas, North Frodingham ....... .. 0 9 

Jarratt, William, Great Driffield .......... .. 
Jarratt, William 0., ,, .............. . 
J eflerson, John, Skerne ....................... . 

225 

8 
1 

3 35 
1 14 

2 5 

Jennings, Rev. Henry, Watton Grange .. . 
Jennison, R., Ex.ors. of, Hutton Cranswick 
Johnson, James, South burn ................ .. 
Johnson, John, Great Driffield ............ .. 

67 
8 
1 
7 

1 35 

0 0 

0 0 

1 31 

Jordan, Mrs. J. S., Elmswell ................ .. 
Kirby, Ann, Great Driffield ................ .. 
Kirkby, Manuel ,, .................... . 
Knaggs, Mrs., ,v etwang ....................... . 
Lam plough, Robt. ,, ....................... . 
Laybourne, Chris., Nafferton ................. . 
Lidster, William, Great Driffield .......... .. 
Lee, Hannah, ,, .............. . 
Leppington, Thomas, N afferton .............. . 
Levitt, Mrs. George, Great Driffield ........ . 
Levitt, Reuben, N atferton .................... . 
Long hot tom, Samuel, N afferton .............. . 
Lovell, William, Hutton Cranswick ........ . 
Lowi11h, Anne E., G1'68.t Driffield .......... .. 
Lowther, Thomas, ,, .............. . 
Lucas, Richard, ,, .............. . 
Luckup, Thomas, N afferton .............. . 
McDowell, Robt. sen., Hutton Cranswick .. 
Marshall, Henry D., Great Driffield ........ . 
Marshall, Thos. G., ,, .......... .. 
Matthews, Francis C., ,, ........... . 
Monkman, William, senr., Great Driffield .. . 
Mortimer, John, ,, 
M-ortimer, Robert, Fimber .................... . 
.N afferton, Feotfees of, ......................... .. 
Ness, Robert, Great Driffield ........... · ..... .. 

32 

6 
4 
4 

3 
14 

12 

38 
2 

32 

2 

12 

6 
11 

4 

95 

65 

10 

13 

46 

9 
1 
2 
2 

3 3 
3 33 
1 29 

0 0 

0 7 
2 0 

2 39 

2 0 
2 25 

1 37 

2 ts 
0 23 

0 0 

0 2 
1 0 
2 0 
1 20 

2 0 

3 18 

Nicholson, Francis, Little Driffield .......... .. 

22 

11 
3 
1 
1 

3 26 

2 4 
2 37 

0 3 
0 3 
2 2 

0 19 

0 15 

2 27 

0 34 
2 18 
2 0 
0 0 

3 0 
3 10 

2 22 

Nicholson, Sarah, Hutton Cranswick 
Nipe, William E., Great Driffield 
Nornabell, Anthony, ,, .......... .. 
N ornabell, Miss, W ansford .................... . 
Oliver, Thos., Great Driffield ................ .. 
Parker, William, Hutton Cranswick ........ . 
Parrott, Harper, Great Driffield ........... . 
.Paul, Joseph, W etwang ....................... . 

63 
3 
2 
1 

16 

11 

58 0 0 
26 0 0 

29 0 0 

327 10 0 

77 10 0 

10 10 0 
193 15 0 

9 10 0 

12 0 0 
22 0 0 

87 10 0 

220 0 0 

33 10 0 

9 0 0 

11 15 0 
36 0 0 
31 0 0 

69 0 0 

12 10 0 
127 0 0 

16 10 0 

77 6 0 
14 0 0 
23 0 0 
14 0 0 

133 13 0 

89 15 0 
28 10 0 

44 0 0 

162 4 0 

272 10 0 

62 10 0 

6 2 0 
6 2 0 

50 15 0 

50 0 0 
27 0 0 

18 0 0 

59 15 0 
253 15 0 

8 0 0 

4 2 0 

7 0 0 

191 9 0 

28 16 0 
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Name Acreage 
.... •• p 

Pickering, Thomas, Great Driffield 8 3 10 
Piercy, John,. ,, ...•.......• 15 1 38 
Piercy, William, ,, •.. . . . . . . . .. 15 1 38 
Piercy, William, Tibthorpe ..••.. ... . . . . .. . .• 3 2 10 
Pike, J oeeph, Great Driffield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 2 3 8 
Pinder, George, Great Driffield • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 15 
Pinkney, Thomas, ,, . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0 38 
Portes, Walker, Hutton Cranswick ......... 8 0 0 
Pudsey, Rev. C. D. ,, . . . ... ..•••. .. . 46 1 0 
Railton, John, Great Driffield ... .....•..... 3 0 Ii 
Reynard, Edward H., Sunderlandwick ...•.. 1649 1 30 
Bobinson, Abraham, Skerne . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • 3 0 5 
Robinson, Edward, Nafferton ...... ......... 27 0 0 
Robinson, Mary, Trustees of, Great Driffield 12 1 35 
Robinson, Robert, Skerne .........•........ 16 2 31 
Robson, John S., Wetwang ......•........... 127 2 28 
Sanderson, George, Hutton Cranswick • . . . . . 4 2 35 
Sanderson, Mrs., ,, 1 2 6 
Sanderson, Saml, junr., ,, 1 1 20 
Bavile, Joseph, Nafferton •..•...•.......... 152 0 2 
Savile, Robert, ,, .•.•.....•.......• 9 2 20 
Sawden, Francia, ,, •.....•.•...•..... 12 2 0 
Bawden, John ,, . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . 1 1 0 
Sawden, Mrs. Benj., Nafferton ... .•......... 1 0 0 
Scott, Richard, W ansford . . • • . . • . . . . • . . . . . . 6 0 0 
Sellers, John, N afferton . . . . . . . •• . . • . . . . . . . . . ..• 6 0 20 
Severs, Matthew, Tibthorpe .....•..•.••...•.. 10 1 3 
Bowersby, William, W etwang . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • 11 3 4 
Sharpe, Lydia, Great Driffield . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • 6 0 0 
Shepherdson, Edward, Tibthorpe . . . • •• • . . . . . 2 2 20 
Shepherdson, John F., Great Driffield . . . •. . 4 1 0 
Bhepherdson, Mary, N afferton . . . . . • . • . . . • . . • 14 2 0 
Simpson, John, ,, • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . 233 2 20 
Simpson, MiBB, ,, . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 7 3 0 
Sissons, George, Hutton Cranswick . . . . . . . . . 1 0 0 
SiBBOns, William, 11 • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 0 0 
Smelt, Thomas, Heir-at-Law of, 

Great Ddffield ............•................. 10 0 10 
Smith, Mrs., South Driffield (1) ............ 13 1 18 
Smissons, Thos., Nafferton ... ..•......... ...... 6 2 0 
Spanton, Samuel, ,, .........•........... 4 1 15 
Spink, Margaret, Hutton Cranswick ......... 2 0 0 
Stain ton, Rachael, Great Driffield . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 2 8 
Staveley, John, Wetwang .........•••......... 14 0 10 
Staveley, Simpson, Tibthorpe ..•.... .. . . . . . . ..• 428 0 20 

Estimated Yearly Value. 
£ •· d. 

97 0 0.
78 15 0 
78 15 0 
13 0 0 

7 0 0 

83 12 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
91 2 0 
8 0 0 

1998 15 0 
12 0 0 
51 0 0 

111 10 0 
69 4 0 

184 4 0 
45 13 0 
13 12 0 
50 5 0 

247 5 0 
28 10 0 
21 5 0 

2 10 0 
30 0 0 
7 0 0 

19 10 0 
25 7 0 

27 8 0 
6 10 0 

15 0 0 

41 0 0 
37 0 0 

369 10 0 
15 10 0 

7 0 0 
18 0 0 

51 0 0 
22 7 0 
11 10 0 
64 15 0 

8 0 0 

134 0 0 
20 7 0 

595 18 0 
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Name Acreage 
� a. P, 

Enimate4 Yearl1 Value. 
£, •• cl. 

Stephenson, Grace, Hutton Cranswick 1 3 5 
Stephenson, Robert ,, .. .. .. • . • . • • 4 3 0 
Sterriker, John, Great Driffield .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . 4 0 39 
Stockdale, William, Hutton Crans wick . ..... 33 0 25 
Sykes, Christopher, Brantinghamthorpe 3029 2 39 
Sykes, Sir Tatton, Sledmere ............ 34010 1 15 
Taylor, Mary, Great Driffield ............... 3 2 0 
Taylor, Peter, ,, .................. 14 2 0 
Thompson, Mrs., Heir of, Great Driffield ... 3 0 0 
Thornton, William, Great Kelk .. . . . . • • . • •• 5 2 23 
Tonge, Robert, Great Driffield ............... 8 2 14 
Topham, William, Kirk burn .................. 404 0 0 
Turner, Jane, Great Driffield .. . . .. .. . .. • • . .. . • 28 0 33 
Turner, John William, Great Driffield . .• .. • 21 0 38 
Turner, Mrs., William ,, . .. ... .. .... 45 0 2 
Ulyot, George, Garton ........................... 12 0 19 
W aita, George, junr., Great Driffield 3 1 5 
Waites, Priestley, Hutton Cranswick 10 1 0 
Walker, Ann, Trustees of, N afferton 2 3 27 
Walker, Francis, South burn .. .. . . .. .. .. .. • .. • 2 0 0 
Walker, John, W etwa.ng . . . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . • .. .. . • 38 0 24 
Wardell, M., Trustees of, Nafferton ......... 37 10 0 
Watson, Henry, Hutton Cranswick ... .. .... 6 1 16 
Weatherill, Robert ,, .. • .. .. .. .. . . . • 2 0 25 
Wilson, J as. S., Great Driffield .. .. .. • .. .. • • .. 2 3 32 
Wilson, Mrs., ,, . ........ ..••••• .• i O 10 
Witty, William, Great Driffield ............... 9 2 36 
Wood, Henry, · ,, . .. ... .... .. ... 5 1 39 
Wood, Richard, ,, • .. . • . . . . . . • • • • 3 0 24 
Wrangham, Geo. R., ,, ............... 29 0 30 
Wra.ngham, Rev. Richard, Garton 45 3 23 
Wray, John, Great Driffield .................. 5 3 30 
W rigglesworth, Richard, N afferton 3 0 0 

12 10 0 

16 10 0 

228 7 0 
60 10 0 

4511 4 0 
35870 9 0 

15 0 0 
26 10 0 

12 10 0

15 0 0 
68 10 0 

588 8 0 

150 10 0 

318 5 0 
133 0 0 

41 0 0 
62 0 0 

17 8 0 
28 0 0 

8 0 0 

61 18 0 
75 5 0 

114 16 0 

25 10 0 

37 10 0 

17 0 0 
222 2 0 

117 12 0 
82 10 0 
59 2 0 

104 17 0 
56 16 0 

40 0 0 



CHAPTER VI. 

ttbe £cclestasttcal btstor� of mrtfflelb. 

1.-mE CHURCH. 

THAT both Little and Great Driffield have po88essed churches in the 
infancy of christianity in Britian there can scarcely be a doubt; nor can 
there be that the former, being the parent village, can claim priority in 
that respect, where, it is surmised, a place of christian worship existed in 
the 7th· century. 

It was in the year 627 that Eadwine, King of N01·thumbria, through 
the persuasion of his christian wife, lent an ear to the preaching of 
Paulinus, embraced the faith of Christ, and repudiated his Scandinavian 

Gods. In the eame year the great heathen temple of Gudmundingham (Goodmanham) 
was desecrated, and the image of Woden thrown down by Coiffi, the High Priest of the 
t.emple, who had been converted by the arguments of Paulinus. As Goodman.ham is but a 
few miles from Driffield, and as the rumour of the proposed desecration of the great temple 
had spread far and wide, causing a thrill of terror and consternation, great numbers of 
people gathered together there to witn088 the vengeful wrath of their insulted god descend 
upon the profane renegade, amongst whom would most probably be some from Driffield, 
who, when they had witnessed the impotency of their national god in defence of his 
honour, and when they had heard Paulinus expound, in eloquent language, the doctrines 
of the new religion, would many of them become converts. Like a true Bishop, the 
Apostle of Northumbria did not confine his ministrations to the royal court and city, but 
went forth from York in every direction, wherever he could gather together an assembly 
of hearers; in thfl hall of the nobles, the barn of the husbandman, on the village green, or 
by the wayside; and it is most likely that in these itineraries he visited Driffield, made 
converts, and baptized them in the trout streams, as on one occasion he did 10,000 
converts in the river Swale. The simple ignorant folk of this time, with no ideas of their 
own beside cattle tending and com raising, looked up to their superiors-the Nobles and 
Thegne-for guidance in matters of opinion, and with the same confidence that they 
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accepted their leadership in war they would adopt the new religion of their Lords, and 
without entertaining any preplexing doubts or instituting the slightest critical investigation, 
would follow their example and that of the King in substituting the worship of Jehovah 
for that of Woden. 

A natural consequence would be the erection of a place of 8.880mbly for worship-a 
rude structure unquestionably, of wood and wattles, and thatched with straw or reeds, 
but sufficiently dignified architecturally for the uncultured people who would meet within 
its walls ; and the service would be as acceptable to God as the moat magnificent 
ceremonials of a gorgeous cathedral. 

This primitive church at Little Driffield would fall into ruin after the death of Eadwine, 
at the hands of Penda, the Pagan King of Mercia; and the Driffield christians, with the 
rest of the Northumbrians, would lapse into paganism, until the revival of christianity 
under King Oswald, by means of the missionaries from Iona, when it may be asumed a 
aecond and more substantial church would be erected. On the outer wall at the east end 
of the southern aisle of Great Drifficld Church, there was, before its removal to another 
position, at the time of the recent restoration of the church, a sculptured slab with an effigy 
in relievo of an ecclesiastic holding in one hand a pastoral staff, which is manifestly of very 
considerable antiquity, and which popular tradition says is a representation of PaulinU& 
From the workmanship and the marks of age it is apparently older than the church itself, 
and would seem to be a relic from some earlier church. Dr. Stukelcy, who visited 
Driffield in 17 40, says, in a letter to Dr. Gale, "The Church is very ancient: on it is a 
basso-relievo of Paulinus, a figure with a crozier, on the outside wall of the south aisle, 
evidentlY' much older than the wall, probably taken from an older building." The stone 
was a special object of attraction to the members of the Archooological Institute, when 
they made an excursion to Driffield from Hull, the place of meeting in 1867, but they 
were not able to throw any light upon it, or id1;mtify it as an effigy of the prelate to 
whom tradition assigned it. 

It is not improbable that the original church at Little Driffield was one of several that 
Paulin us ca.used to be erected in Northumbria, and that this stone was placed thereon, as 
was done on his church at Northallerton, where his sculptured effigy occupied a niche 
over the south porch. 

It may be presumed that the original church of Great Driffield was erected as a chapel 
of ease to the mother church, as the population of the suburb would find it inconvenient, 
especially in winter, to traverse the mile of miry and n•t-ploughed road to attend divine 
service, and would be built, it may be, after the re-introduction of christianity by Oswald, 
and before the re-edification of Little Driffield Church, and the stone removed thither ; or 
it may have been sculptured at the time, in commemoration of the preaching of the 
apostle ; but this is all mere conjecture. The stone, however, still remains as a moet 
interesting relic of the remote past of Driffield church history. 

From the Domesday Record we learn that in the Manor of Dri.ffield there were two 
churches, but we read of no priest, and may therefore conclude that they lay in ruin, 
which is further probable from the fact that the Danes had been ravaging the Wolds for 
two centuries, the churches being a special object of their fury, as temples of false worship. 
Bcarcely could they therefore escape destruction ; but even if they had, they would be 
exposed to the ruthless vengeance of the Norman Conqueror, when he laid Yorkshire and 
'Durham desolate and waste, the more especially as Driffield belonged to the rebel Morkere, 
whose lands are recorded to be then in the hands of the King and waste. Thia alone 
may account for the fact of there being no priest, as the town was evidently so ruined 
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and depopulated that his services would not be required, neither would there be any 
source of revenue to remunerate him for his services, as the town was so completely 
destroyed that no tax whatever was imposed. In Great Driflield Chm-ch there is evidence 
to shew that a previous church had been destroyed by fire, as, during the recent 
restoration, an excavation was made which revealed the fact that the existing tower had 
been built upon the foundation of a former tower, and these stones shew marks of fire, 
from which it would appear that the old Saxon church had been burnt, either by the 
Danes or the agents of King William, and that the body of the church a.lone waa 
�ed in the Norman and the transitional periods, and the charred foundations of 
the tower left until the perpendicular period, when the superstructure of the present waa 
erected upon them. 

The Church of Little Driffield is dedicated to St. Peter, and that of Great Driffield to 
All Saints, which seems to indicate the greater antiquity of the former, and that both are 
of Suon origin. In the primitive ages of christianity, after St. Peter had been enthroned 
88 the patron saint of the City of Rome, and was esteemed to be the holder of the keys 
of heaven, all the early churches of christendom were placed under his special protection. 
Hence the cathedral church of St. Peter, at Rome-the Metropolitical Church of the 
christian world; the Metropolitical Church of St. Peter, at York ; St. Peter's on Cornhill, 
London, the ancient Cathedral of London, built, according to an old tablet, in the year of 
our Lord CLXXIX., by Lucius, the first Christian King of this land ; and St. Peter's, 

Little Driffield; besides a host of other parish churches, dating from the same early age. 
The dedication of All Saints also points to an. Ante-Conquest origin. Churton, in his 
11 Early English Church," says, "It is probable that wherever there is a church so dedicated 
it is of Saxon foundation." 

There are no vestiges of the old Saxon church, that can be recognised in the existing 
church of Little Driffield, excepting perhaps the lower portion of the interior of the tower, 
the plain circular arch of which, with its six rudely sculptured human faces, three on 
each capital, have the appearance of Anglo-Saxon workmanship, and evidently belong to 
a much earlier period than the delapidated church which was demolished about the 
beginning of the present century. It may be assumed that after it had lain in ruins for 
some time at the period of the Conquest, it was rebuilt in the Norman age. What gives 
rise to this supposition is that the oldest portion of the existing church is the 14th century 
tower, without battlements or pinnacles; and as the tower is generally the last built 
portion of a church, the body may have been one or two centuri{ls earlier in date. What 
confirms this supposition is that when, in 1807, the nave and chancel had become so decayed 
as to necessitate the rebuilding, the tower was in a sufficiently perfect condition to be 
rfltained. In the re-erection of the body of the church the materials of the old church 
appear to have been utilised, as there is in its walls masonry of a long past period. Several 
ancient grave stones, with floriated crosses, and other sculpturing have also been made use 
of in the walls, without any attempt to deface or hide the sculptures so as to conceal the 
violation. 

The church is famous in history as the reputed burial-place of the wise and learned 
1El<lfri'lS, King of Northumbria., whose remains have been fruitlessly sought for within 
the present church, but as it was found during the re-building, in 1807, that the Saxon 
Church had been considerably larger than its Norman successor, it may be thl\t he lies in 
some part of the grave-yard that was formerly included within the walls of the fabric. 

From these considerations we way form an approximate idea of the vicissitudes of the 
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church, which may be thus summarised-That there was a church of St. Peter in Little 
Driffield very soon after the advent of christianity in Northumbria; a church of very 
bumbl� pretensions, but that when it came to boast of a Royal palace in its precincts it 
would be re-built in a more stately manner, so as to be a fitting place for a King to 
worship in. It would be built in the usual style of Saxon churches-an apse-ended 
oblong, in outline similar to the Roman Basiliere, with round-headed windows and arches, 
and stunted cylindrical pillars. This edifice fell a prey to the havoc of the D11.nish 
Vikings or the barbarous vengeance of King William the Norman, and was re-edified 
when the times became more settled, under Rufus or Henry I., in the Norman and 
transition styles, to which was added the existing tower in the 14th century, and in 1807 
the time-worn nave and chancel were taken down and re-built, with the old materials and 
the tomb-stones of long-forgotten olden-time worthies, but diminished in size, the 
decrease of the population or their removal to Great Driffield and the rise of 
Nonconformist chapels rendering it sufficient for the wants of the village.. 

The church of All Saints, Great Driffield, does not appear to have been allowed to 
remain long in ruin after the record of it in Domesday (1080 and 1086), as Sir Gilbert 
Scott gave it as his opinion that the earliest portions of the exisiting church date from 
about the year 1100. These portions are the nave with its cylindrical pillars and round 
arches, the circular-headed clerestory windows, part of the north aisle, the northern 
doorway, the lower portion of the chancel walls, the chancel doorway, and a piscina, 
all which are in the Norman or the transitional style, with indications of the approach 
of the Gothic pointed in some of the mouldings. The south doorway is of a more 
advanced period. The extension in the width of the nave Sir Gilbert attributed to 
the first quarter of the 14th century, "the work in this aisle being very fine, and its 
three square-headed windows of remarkable design." At the time of this enlargement 
the pointed arch between the nave and the chancel is supposed to have been erected, 
in lieu of one in the Norman style. The chancel windows (that in the east being a 
fine specimen of five lights) were inserted in the 15th century, and those in the north 
aisle half a. century later. There was also a pointed arch at the west end, under the 
tower, beyond which the organ was placed. The square embattled tower is an excellent 
specimen of the perpendicular style, with double buttresses at the corners, panelled 
with canopied niches, and finished with crocketted pinnaeles. The tower was built by 
a member of the Hotham family, about the middle of the 15th century, the price of 
absolution from a. vow he had made to go on pilgrimage to the Holy Land in case of 
recovery from a dangerous illness; or, as some say, in expiation of a murder he bad 
committed. Upon the tower a.re the arms of the Hothams, with those of the Beestons of 
Driffield, the two families having intermarried; also those of the Barons Scrope, of 
Masham and U psal, Lords of the Manor ; of Ingleberd, of Beverley ; the Swillingtons 
and the Rouths, all of whom possessed lands in Driffield, and may have been contributors 
to the cost of the erection : there are others that are obliterated, and those of St. Mary's 
Abbey, York. The tower is 100 feet in height, and forms a conspicuous and beautiful 
feature when seen rising above the houses from many points of view. 

The ancient and unadorned font, of the same period, was cast aside for some time, t.o 
give place for one of a more ornamental character ; but in the recent restoration it baa 
been sought out, renovated, and replaced in its original position in the nave, and the more 
pretentious usurper ejected. 

There are two piscinas--One of the Norman type, in the South wall, the other 
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perpendicular, in the South aisle; the former coeval with the nave, the latter with the 
tower. 

Previol18 to the recent restoration there were three bells in the tower, inscribed 
respectively-" Hrec campana Beats Trinitate: fiat 1593. R.B." "In ltonore San,et,e 
Trinitatis: Anno D<m1,ini. 1593." "In Altissimo Dea Gloria. 1685: T. D. Churchwarden. 
S.S., York." The latter it would appear was the only bell anterior to 1593, as the date
1685 refers to its re-casting at York, in consequence of having become worn out by age 
and use. There is a tradition that it was brought hither from Lund, but there is no 
record to substantiate the assertion. Three other bells have now been added, from the
foundry of Mr. T. Mallaby, of Masham, making together a melodious peal of six. These 
latter are inscribed "Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. H. Newton, 
Vicar;" "Praise Him in His power;" and "Praise God in His Holiness." 

Up to the year 1834, there was a venerable clock in the tower, of unknown age, that 
had become so delapidated as to be almost useless for indicating the passage of time, which 
was replaced in that year by a new one of superior construction, at a cost of £158. It 
waa made by Mr. James Harrison, of Hull, a descendant of the famous John Harrison 
(a native of Foulby, near Pontefract, who, in 1732, was awarded the Government prize 
of £20,000 for his chronometer to enable the mariner to determine the longitude at sea. 

The organ was erected in 1829, and placed in an unsightly position undet· the western 
arch, altogether obstructing the sight of the architecture of the lower part of the tower. 
Before this the m11Sical portion of the service was rendered by a choir of amateur vocalists, 
who knew little or nothing of the principles of music, who were accompanied by ten 
hautboys, with other wind instruments, and a bass viol, giving forth a somewhat 
discordant medley. 

The old pulpit was an unshapely structure, of plain deal, and stood centrally under the 
chancel arch, but was removed when the arch was taken down, about the middle of the 
present century, to the North side near the wall The new restoration pulpit, which has 
re-placed it, is a fine specimen of carved oak, in the perpendicular style. 

The sittings for the congregation were originally open oaken stalls, but were removed 
in 1807, and ugly high-backed pews substituted; under the restoration, however, these 
have all been very judiciously cleared away, and re-placed by elegantly-carved oaken stalls. 

In the first decade of the 12th century, Gerard, Archbishop of York (ll00-1108) and 
Chancellor of England, had a grant from King Henry I. of the Churches of Driffield, 
Kilham, Pocklington, Pickering, Burgh, and Snaith, which he tl'llnsferred to the Dean 
and Chapter of York (excepting Snaith, which he bestowed upon the Abbey of Selby) who 
exercised the patronage of them until the institution of the Prebend of Driflield, when they 
were annexed thereto by way of endowment. 

Walter de Grey, Archbishop of York (1216-56) instituted the Prebend of Driffield, the 
Prebendary to be Rector, lmpropriator, and Patron of the living, and to have a certain 
amount of jurisdiction over the tenants and other inhabitants. In 1485 the Prebend, 
with all its revenues and prerogatives, was annexed to the P1·ecentorship of York 
Cathedral, by Archbishop Scott de Rotherham; the two offices being subsequently held 
jointly. 

Until the year 1363 the churches of Great and Little Driffiel<l were separate and 
distinct cures, but at that d�te they were united under Archbishop Thoresby. Archbishop 
Sharp writes, "Little Driflield is a distinct parish : it is, however, one cure with Great 
Driffield, and was so acknowledged in 1363, when, on the 21st July, John, Vicar of 
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Driffield, appeared before the Chapter, and acknowledged himself to be bound to find one 
chaplain or himself to celebrate divine service in the said church of Little Driffield, and 
to minister the sacraments to the parishioners and the sacramentals to the ecclesiaetica.11 

The jurisdiction of the Dean and Chapter of York, over Driffield and other Prebendal 
places, and over the parishes and townl'hips therein, is specified in a charter, granted by 
King Edward VI., April 20th, Anno Regni 1 (1547), wherein the King confirmed to that 
body, or rather commissioned them to exercise, under him, all spiritual jurisdiction in 
these matters viz : 

1. To have P1·obatRs of Wills and Testaments of all his subjects within these
parishes, towns, and places, which they or their predecessors formerly used : also to 
grant administration of the goods and chattels of such persons as shall die intestate, 
so that they exceed not the sum of five pounds of debtless goods. 

2. The Collation to Eccl�siastical Benefices within their respective jurisdictions ;
also institutions and inductions to such as are presented to them. 

3. Visitations of the clergy and people, in their respective parishes; and to make
inquiry, either by themselves or delegates, of the defects, excesses, crimes and defaults 
whatsoever, belonging to the Ecclesiastical Court within their jurisdictions; and the 
same to reform and punish according to that Law. 

4. To receive due and accustomary Procurations in their visitations, and proceed
against the contumacious, according to the King's Ecclesiastical Law. 

5, To hear and determine such causes and suits which were then depending before 
them or their commissioners ; or any other which may hereafter belong to the Spiritual 
Court of which they shall have cognizance. 
When the Prebend of Driffield was added to the Precentorship, for the augmentation of

the stipend of the latter, which was previously valued at £62 per annum, the Precentor 
was bound, by oath, to observe all the statutes, ordinances, and customs of the church; to 
obey all lawful and canonical mandates of the Dean and Chapter, or their ministers; to 
observe the ordination and decree, made by Archbishop Thomas (Rotherham), about the 
union or annexation of the Prebend of Driffield to the Precentorship; and for non-residence 
to forfeit the profits of the Prebend of Driffield. "The Prebendary of Driffield," says Torr, 
"hath tythe of corn and hay of Driffields-ambo, Elmswell, and Kelvingthorpe." 

In the reign of Edward IV., a commission was issued to make an inventory of church 
goods in the East Riding of Yorkshire, from which the following extracts relate to 
Driffield and the immediate neighbouring villages. The Commissioners were Sir William 
Habthorpe, (1 Babthorpe) · Sir Robert Constable, Sir Rauff Ellerker, Knights, John 
Dylesford and Lancelot Aldfurde, Esquires. 

LITTLE DRIFFIELD : 

j. Vestment of blewe silke. [1 Tunic of].
ij. Tunacles of blake saye. [Woollen stuff].
j. Antyphen, bla.ke eaye and white satten. [1 Altar cloth. .I

iij. Belles in the stepell.
ij. Handbelles.
ij. Towells.
j. Sacring belle.
ij. Candelstecks of latten. [Braes, l
j. Paire of sensures of latene. [Censors.]
j. Pax of satene. [Sacramental veeeel.)
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ij. Front clothes. [ Altar cloth.] 
ilij. Corporaxes, with iiij. cases. [Linen cloth to hold the sacramental elements.} 

ROTON CRANSWICKE : Jo, Frystoine, Curate. 

j. Chalice of silver.
iij. Belles.

ilij. Coppes, [Copes] read and green silke.
ilij. Vestments with Albes. [The Mass Priest's white garment.]

j. Vestment with the holle suyte.
iij. Altar clothes. 
iij. Corporax cases. [For holding the sacramental bread.] 
ij. Frunt clothes before the Altar of lyning [Linen]. 
ij. Old Chests. 

BEBIRNE: Thomas EIUBlae, Curate. 

j. Chalice of silver.
ij. Vestments with Albes, amessis [Priests hoods] and stoles [Priest's tippets 1

grene motley. 
ij. Albea. 
ij. Altar clothes. 
j. Cope of blewe worsted.

NA.PPERTONE : Richard W arter, Vicar. 

ilij. Belles. 
ilij. Coppes, whereof ij. of bUBtion (1 Fustian) and ij. of silke. 
vii Vestments. 
ij. Suyts for deacon and sulHleacon of like sute. 

ilij. Albes. 
ilij. Altar clothes. 
vi. Towells.
ij, Paxes.
ij. Bacring belles. 
ij. Cressets (Lightholders). 
ij. Chysts for some mene and register hoke. 
j. Paire of orgains a presse.
j. Paire of sensures.
j. Crosse.
j, Hollie watter fat.
a. Byble and a Paraphrasis.
j. Boke of common praier.
a. Boke of Omilies.
ij. Surplessis.

iij. Challensis of silver.
ilij. Oorporaxis.

I) 

ij. Hanginges of blake damaske. 
j, Suyt of rased velvet. 
ij. Hand belles. 
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iiij. Candel stiks. 

GA.RTONE : Henry Trayn, Vicare. 
j. Challes, silver gilt.
j. Cope of Sa.ye.
ij. Vestments: j. whyt, the other read silke.
ij. Vestments of blake saye. 

iij. Belles. 
ij. Twell Towells. 

In the middle of the 15th century (patent granted 1444), a chantry was founded in the 
,church of Great Driffield, at the altar of St. �icholas and St. Mary the Virgin, by John 
Tebb, of the town, with a priest, to pray for the souls of himself and hie wife Joan, which 
he endowed with two me51suages and seven oxgangs of land, to be under the patronage of 
the Lord of the Manor, and which was suppressed at the Reformation. 

Priests instituted by the Barons Scrope :-
Thomas W a.plington 14-
Willia.m Raper ..............• 1463 
Phineas Elys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 1493 
Bryan Sprox.ton .......•.•..•.. 1505 

Priests instituted by the Danbye of Farnley, who inherited the lordship of the ma.nor 
by marriage. 

Thomas Egton •..•...•....•.. 1517 
John Barnard ......•........ 1521 
Thomae Maynnece 1526 

The church of Great Driffield is singularly deficient in ancient monuments, poaeessing 
none dating beyond the 17th century. There are several mural monuments, but all 
,comparatively modem, commemorative of members of the families of Spink, Etherington, 
,Stork, Gray, Ellis, and Drinkrow. There are two effigied tombs of the Spinks, who 
resided at Routh Hall, Eaatgate, Driffield, one of which is that of the Rev. Richard 
Spink, a lea.med and highly esteemed minister, who is represented kneeling, with a bible 
in hie hands and a hour-glass at his knees. Beneath is a La.tin inscription, of which the 
-following is a. translation : 

"Richard Spink, truly a master of the liberal a.rte, which he perfectly understood ; a 
minister of the best and greatest God, whom he faithfully worshipped ; a person of a 
,quick and vivid ingenuity; of a witty, subtle, and penetrating apprehension; of an 
-eloquent and laborious ima.gina.tion; admirable for his understanding, skilfuln888 of 
-affairs, variety of languages, and sweetneee of behaviour. He waa learned beyond his 
.age, promoted below his dignity, and unfortunate considering his merits : whom a.11 honest 
men respected, the envious hated, and the ingenious admired because of his excellent 
learning; than whom none was more a friead to his friends, better to good men, and more 
.averse to improbity. In short he was a specimen of human force, a mirror of morality, 
who waa worthy to live longer for an example and die sooner for reward, the circle of his 
letters being finished sooner than that of life. Bis dear mother erected this monument 
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for his body, expecting the coming of Christ, his Lord. Born the 27th Dec., 1605: died
the 9th October, 1634." 

The other monument is to the memory of William Spinke, who is represented in & 

black gown, with a hour-glass at his feet. There was formerly the following inscription. 
on a braaa plate, which has since disappeared : 

"In memory of the virtuous and learned William Spinke. 
" Whatever wit and learnin,i both could do, 

Here all the arts lie and the artist too. 
Gelden's learned pen might justly be employ'd 
To write Spinke's worth, who wu what he enjoy'd. 
Read where rude hands have not approach'd the room ; 
All these good characters belong this tomb." 

Torre gives the following list of testamentary burials in the two Driffields. 

GREAT DRIFFIELD : 

20th March, 1575. Thomas Dailes, Gent., of Great Driffield, to be buried in the church. 
1st December, 1580. John Bysset, of Great Driffield, husband.man, to be buried in the 

church. 
25th November, 1581. Robert Barker, vicar, to be buried where his executors pleased. 
30th April, 1569. Stephen Clarkeson, of Great Driffield, husbandman, to be buried in 

the church. 
20th October, 1570. Andrew Etherington, to be buried in the church. 
20th December, 1463. Thomas W aplington, Chaplain of St. Nicholas' chantry, to be 

buried in the church yard. 

LITTLE DRIFFIELD : 

14th November, 1454. William Clerke, of Little Driffield, gent., to be buried in the 
church. 

25th September, 1505. Robert Skerne, of Watton, to be buried before our Lady's 
image in ye quire. 

14th April, 1556. John Wilson, of Emyswell, to be buried in the church. 
6th April, 1617. Jas. Best, of Emswell, gent., to be buried in the church yard, 

between his two wives. 
27th March, 1557. Robert Rede, to be buried in the church of our Lady of Little 

Driffield. 

The Rev. Valentine Mason, ancestor of Mason the poet, and Prebendary of Driffield, 
held the living from 1615 to 1623, when he exchanged for Elloughton. His (supposed) 
second son, the Rev. Ralf Mason, succeeded, after it had been held for two years by the 
Rev. Edward Hodgson, in 1625, and continued until his death in 1666. He would seem 
to have been a veritable vicar of Bray, living, as he did, through the Civil War, the 
Protectorate, and the Restoration of monarchy, holding tenaciously to his living throughout 
the whole period, which included the ejection of Episcopalians in 1643, when he must 
have conformed to Puritanism or Presbyterianism, and that of the Nonconformists in 
1662, when he must have conformed to Episcopalianism. 

In the Parliamentary Survey, vol. xvii, pp. 324 and 488, it is recorded-" Mr. Ralph 
Mason preaches at both churches of Great Driffield and Little Driffield, after his faahion; 
Easter book and all small tythes of Great and Little Driffield, Kellythorpe, and Emswell, 
worth £26 per annum." 
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It appears from the "Composition Papers," in the Record Office, that in 1646 the 
:stipend, which was very small, was augmented by .£12 per annum, out of the rectorial 
income, the payment of which bad fallen into arrears, and was the cause of the following 
petition from the vicar, in 1654. 

"June 29th, 1654. Petition of Ralph Mason, minister of Great and Little Driffi.eld, 
East Riding of County York, to the Protector and Council 

"I had an augmentation of £12 a year, granted by the committee for plundem 
ministers, 12th August, 1646, out of £62 rent reserved to the Precentor of York 
Cathedral, from the profits of the rectory, my living being only 20 marks a year, though 
I have two churches to serve twice every Sunday; but it has ceased through want of 
review of the order by the Universities' committee. I beg a competence from the .£62, 
and the arrears of the .£12 since 1649." Annexed to the petition. 

1.-Order of the committee for plundered ministers alluded to, granting the .£12 to 
Mason, there being 200 families, and the living worth but .£16, the .£50 a year granted 
to Wa.rter church being first paid. 12th Aug., 1646. 

2.-Certificate, by Robert Johnson and four others, in favour of Ma.son's good aft'ection 
and diligence in his calling. 22nd May, 1664 : Also a like certificate by Durand 
Hobham, his neighbour five or six years. 

Order thereon, for grant of the .£12, with arrears, by the trustees for maintenance of 
ministers, on testimonials from the Commissioners for approbation of preache1-s. 

29th June, 1664. 
At this period it was usual, when a calamity befell any town or community, to send 

"briefs" round to the churches, for the collection of subscriptions on behalf of the 
sufferers. The responses, however, in Dri.ffi.eld, do not generally appear on a very liberal 
scale, and contrast strangely with the contributions at the opening services of the restored 
Parish Church, the Wesleyan, the Primitive Methodist, aad the other chapels. 

"18th July, 1658. Collected to brief in the Parish of Little Dri.ffield (granted bf 
Oliver, Lord Protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland), to Robert Blanchard, Mayor 
of Hedon, William Burstall, Richard Southwick, Richard Barnes, and Henry Stringer, 
Aldermen there, and the inhabitants of the said town, upon the certificate of William 
Lord Strickland and other persons of quality in the said County of York, upon a loss by 
fyer of nere fower thousand pounds, in the saide towne of Hedon, July ye 6th, 1657, when 
42 families were burned, the sum of two shillings and 11 pence. Witnesses Ralph 
Mason, vicar, Gilbert Lambert, Robert Perrott, William Styring, George Acklom." [All 
this rigmarole about 2s. l ld]. 

"Collected to the said brief in the parish of Great Driffield, the sum of six shillings and· 
eleven pence, by Ralph Mason, Richard Hansby, Richard Thirley, Richard Pearson, 
Roger Newton, Edward Nettleton, and John England." 

"28th October, 1668. For the poor captives in Algier and Balby, in the Turks 
dominions, eleven pence." 

"20th December, 166-. For the repairs of the Priory of Hartlepool, threepence." 

· A list of the dues payable to the Vicar of Driffield is inserted in the parish register,
circa 1720, as follows:- • 

" A Terrier, or Partickler, or account of all the reverend rights and profits due and 
payable to the Minister of Great Driffield, as follows :-One church and other small ga.rth, 
with all common-rights thereunto belonging, for horses, beasts, and sheep. Every penon 
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of the age of 16 years or upwards payes to the Minister, at Easter, twopence as an 
offering. Every mill or kiln within the parish payes, or ought to pay, three shillings and 
fourpence to ye same, at the same time. Likewyse tythe of foals, and calves, and pigs, 
ducks, geese, turkeys, and swarms of bees, pigeons and pigeons' dung, are due to the 
Minillter. For every house and front-steade pay yearly, on the 1st January, one hen. 
worth sixpence, or sixpence, to the Minister, and one penny for smoke, and one penny for 
a garden, to the Minister, yearly at Easter. After churching women, eightpence is due 
to the Minister. On every marriage, by banns published, five shillings; by licence, 
thirteen shillings and fourpence. Upon every burial in the church-yard, with a coffin., 
two shillings; in the church, four shillings, besides three shillings and fourpence for 
breaking the ground; in the chancel six shillings. The Minister has commonly given to 
the poore sort one shilling out of the money fees : and above-mentioned mortuarys are 
paid here according to Act of Parliament. An augmentation hath been made to our 
vicar of forty shillings per annum, by the Rev. Dr. Fall, paid out of the Prebendary (sic) 
of Driffield." 

In 1736, Dr. Sterne, the then Prebendary of Driffield, made over to Wm. Rick.in.son. 
of Malton, on a lease for three years, the Prebend or Parsonage of Driffield, with glebe, 
land, tithes, and the site of the manor-house, excepting the advowson and patronage, and the 
perquisites accruing from courts, fines, escheats, heriots, waifs, wards, marriages, probates 
of wills, seigniories, and spiritual jurisdiction, for a rent of £72 per annum to the 
Prebendary and 40e. to the vicar, with a covenant that the leassee should keep both 
churches in repair : and the following year he granted to Dr. Topham, of York, 
Commissary and Judge of the Exchequer and Prerogative Courts, all those Peter-rent.a 
called lieu-rents and one pound of chenies. In 1857 the lives ran out, when Dr. Rice, 
the then Prebendary, granted a new lease, with a renewal fine of £16,000. Dr. Rice 
held the Prebend and the Precentorship of York Cathedral for 60 years, with many other 
valuable preferments, deriving £650 from G1-eat Ri.sington, £1224 from the Deanery of 
Gloucester, and the stipends of several benefices, and for all his emoluments derivable 
from Yorkshire his sole duty consisted in preaching four sermons yearly in York 
Cathedral, never having preached a single sermon in. Driffield, nor is it known that he 
ever set foot within. the town. 

In the Terrier, rendered in. 1764, by the Rev. Christopher Seymour and the· 
churchwardens--John Drinkrow and Thomas Wilkinson-it is stated: "We have no 
vicarage house or glebe-land belonging to our vicar, save one small yard containing 16 
perches of land, with two small trees therein, one of ash the other of elm, and a. 
common-right containing three acres, three roods, and three perches of land, bounded on 
the east by a close of Peter Wilkinson's; on the south by the high-road leading to 
Wansford; on the west by Widow Luckup's common-right; and on the north by closes 
belonging to William Clitherow and Thomas Etherinton. The fences are of thorns : also 
the church-yard is fenced, part of it with a brick wall and part with post.a and rails, with 
one ash-tree therein. An augmentation hath been made to our Minister of forty shillings 
a year, by the Rev. Dr. Fall, paid out of the Prebend of Driffield ; also an oxgang and 
half of land in. Wetwang field, bought with the money given by Mr. Francis Ellis, for 
preaching two sermons in. the church of Great Driffield. Every mill or kiln in. the parish 
pays to the Minister, at Easter, three shillings and four pence. The tithes belonging to 
our Minister are tithes of foals, calves, pigs, geese, ducks, turkeys, swarms of bees, 
pigeons, an.d pigeons' dung. In the church hangs a handsome brass candlestick, with 
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